
Governor Rauner Presents Governor’s 2015 Occupational Safety 
& Health Award to the Grain and Feed Association Of Illinois’ 

Safety Health Environmental Services Director 
 

John Lee Recognized for Outstanding Workplace Safety Efforts  
at 24th Annual “DIOSH” Day 

 
On Wednesday, March 4, 2015, Governor Rauner presented John Lee with the 
Governor’s 2015 Occupational Safety and Health Award.  John Lee has provided 
leadership, innovative ideas and excellence in training in safe grain industry operations 
in Illinois and throughout the Midwest. He is among the leading trainers for grain 
handling safety. Through a practical understanding of the industry, John how to identify 
the risks and through his common sense training is able to teach people how to do a job 
safely. 
 
John Lee joined the staff of the Grain and Feed Association of Illinois in August of 1997 
after serving as a Loss Control Representative for Grain Dealers Mutual Insurance Co. for 
nearly 4½ years. His responsibilities have been to provide regulatory assistance, 
guidance and safety training to members of the Association’s 
Safety•Health•Environmental Services Program. 
 
During his 17 years with the Grain and Feed Association of Illinois, John has touched the 
lives of thousands of individuals throughout Illinois, the Midwest and even the country. 
With the innovative safety training and education he has provided, we will never know 
how many lives he has saved,  however he recognizes the loss of one life at a grain facility 
is one too many and pushes forward to continue training and educating people on ways 
to perform their jobs safely. 
 
John Lee has created a name for himself throughout the industry when it comes to 
safety.  
Often times John’s best leadership and work is behind the scenes. One such example was 
the work he did to educate OSHA about sweep augers and how they are used in grain 
bins. For a number of years he provided information and examples of different types of 
guarding to OSHA personnel inquiring about what was acceptable and what was not 
acceptable to them when it came to protecting employees while in a bin with the sweep 
auger running. John kept pushing. His leadership and determination to get to a 
resolution within the framework established by OSHA would not allow him to back 
down. Time after time, meeting after meeting, he would continue to beat the drum and 
discuss this topic with the appropriate personnel trying to get to a resolution of the 
problem. While the outcome may not have suited everyone, I believe we would not be 
where we are today without his behind the scenes work. 
 
In 2011, The Asmark Institute decided to build a training center in Bloomington, Illinois 
which would house hands-on grain safety training equipment. The President of the 
Asmark Institute started inquiring about who could provide leadership and training in 
the area of grain handling safety. John Lee’s name kept coming up. The AgriCenter 
opened in fall of 2012 with the first grain safety classes held in early 2013. John 



 

developed the safety course based on the OSHA Grain Handling Standard and is the lead 
instructor for one-day and two-day programs which not only provide classroom training 
but simulate real-world type scenarios to drive the safety lessons home. Participants have 
come from all across the country to attend this innovative training. 
 
There is one other area that John Lee has provided immense leadership and that is with 
an organization called the Grain Handling Safety Coalition. This Coalition is a very 
diverse group put together after several tragedies related to the grain industry in 2010. 
The Coalition obtained grants and developed a significant amount of training material 
that can be used in the commercial industry or with producers. The training programs 
are largely based on materials John Lee has developed over the years. Recognizing the 
need for continuous safety training, he has been a key player in developing the 
curriculum for the Coalition. 
 
Other initiatives of note for John Lee which demonstrate his leadership: 

• production of four videos related to safety in and around grain handling facilities; 
• presenter at numerous conventions and conferences on grain safety related topics; 
• discusses grain safety with school groups and various other non-industry people; 
• shares information about grain safety with fire departments; 

 is one of the lead “go-to” people in the country for grain safety and environmental 
regulatory information. 

 
John Lee is a true industry leader in the area of safety and regulatory compliance in the 
grain handling industry. He has made a difference in the grain industry. 
 






